
WTO-Compatible 
Methodologies to Determine 
Export Rebates and Import 
Charges for Products of 
Energy-Intensive, Trade-
Exposed Industries, If There 
Is an Upstream Tax on 
Greenhouse Gases
Jan W. Mares and Brian P. Flannery

Working Paper 18-19 
October 2018





Working papers are research materials circulated by their authors for purposes of information and discussion. They have 
not necessarily undergone formal peer review. Unless otherwise stated, interpretations and conclusions in RFF 
publications are those of the authors. RFF does not take institutional positions.

http://www.rff.org/research/publications/framework-proposal-us-upstream-greenhouse-gas-tax-wto-compliant-border














1 

                                                 

1 The Effects of H.R. 2454 on International Competitiveness and Emission Leakage in Energy-Intensive Trade-
Exposed Industries An Interagency Report Responding to a Request from Senators Bayh, Specter, Stabenow, 
McCaskill, and Brown December 2, 2009. 

2 See Framework proposal for a US upstream greenhouse gas tax with WTO-compliant border Adjustments, Brian 
P. Flannery, Jennifer Hillman, Jan W, Mares, Matthew Porterfield, March 15, 2018. 

3  In the oil and gas business “upstream” refers to activities at or near the wells while “downstream” refers to 
activities at refineries and subsequent distribution. “Midstream” refers to the pipeline system to move oil or gas 
from producing wells to major users like refineries, power plants or natural gas utilities. 

4 Jennifer Hillman, Georgetown University Law Center, Matthew Porterfield, Harrison Institute for Public law, 
Georgetown University Law Center, and students at the Georgetown University Law Center: Ngo Chin, Mikaela 
Zhiying Feng, Kara McDonough, Joshua Newton, Xiushan Sun, Alana Toabe, and Airane Yvon. 

http://www.rff.org/research/publications/framework-proposal-us-upstream-greenhouse-gas-tax-wto-compliant-border
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5 As examples, see The Greenhouse Gas Protocol (GHGP) developed by the World Resources Institute (WRI) and 
the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD). http://www.ghgprotocol.org, and Petroleum 
industry guidelines for reporting greenhouse gas emissions - 2nd edition 
 

http://www.ghgprotocol.org/
http://www.ipieca.org/resources/good-practice/petroleum-industry-guidelines-for-reporting-greenhouse-gas-emissions-2nd-edition/
http://www.ipieca.org/resources/good-practice/petroleum-industry-guidelines-for-reporting-greenhouse-gas-emissions-2nd-edition/
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6 Through the Greenhouse Gas Protocol (GHGP) World Resources Institute (WRI) and the World Business Council 
for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) work with businesses to develop standards and tools that help companies 
measure, manage, report and reduce their carbon emissions. http://www.ghgprotocol.org 

http://www.ghgprotocol.org/
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